174                                  INDIA-EUBBEU.
where by means of rapidly-moving knives it is cut into
threads, which are of course the length-of the original
sheet,  say sixty-five yards.     Elastic   thread,  it may  be
mentioned, was first cut in lathes  in   1849,  by  Charles
Macintosh and Company.    The   next   operation   consinis
in boiling the roughly-skeined threads  in a   solution of
caustic soda in order to remove the shellac and the excess
of sulphur present.   It is then well washed in water, dried
in a warm room, and stored in a dark place, after its elasticity
has been carefully observed by mechanical tests.    There IB
nothing calling for special mention in the lathes, and it will be
easily understood that it depends upon the gearing by which
the knife is controlled, and upon the thickness of the rubber
sheet, as to what count of thread is produced.    The count, by
which term the dimensions of the thread are expressed in
the trade, represents the number which laid on one another
make an inch : thus, thirty-six, which is a common count,
means that each thread is one-thirty-sixth of an inch wide
and deep, it being almost universally cut in the rectangular
form.   As regards the elastic webbing manufacture, Leices-
ter may be considered its headquarters in England, Derby
and Nottingham also being closely connected with the trade.
To follow the elastic thread to these towns would be to go
beyond the scope of this book, but reference may perhaps
be permitted to a point*whieh closely concerns the interest
of the thread manufacturers.   The author   has heard of
numerous complaints in late years to the effect that elastic
webbing is of a poorer quality than it used to be.   Enquiry
into this seems to make it clear that it is not the quality of
the rubber which is at fault, but rather its attenuation-    In
other words, whether owing to competition or not, it has